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Children’ s Environmental Health International Initiatives

This is an international mailing list provided by WHO and UNEP dedicated io
promoting healthy environments for children. July/August 2024 WHO announces the
2024 updated Compendium of interventions on environmental health. The World
Health Organization (WHO) has released the 2024 updated version of the Compendium

of WHO and other UN guidance on health and environment. (1) This vital resource

compiles proposed interventions for reducing disease from environmential risks and

saving millions of lives worldwide. The updated version of the Compendium covers

all major topies of environment, climate change and health and features over 500

interventions and extended lists of the most relevant resources and materials. It

provides decision makers, including governments, health authorities, and other
stakeholders, with comprehensive evidence-based strategies to address a wide range
of environmental health challenges. The outlined interventions cover critical areas
such as air pollution, water and sanitation, chemicals, climate change, and
occupational health, among others.

Dr Maria Neira, Director of the Department of Environment, Climate Change, and
Health at WHO, highlighted the importance of this update, noting, “The 2024 version
of the Compendium represents a significant milestone in our efforts to address
environmental health risks. By providing detailed guidance on the most impactful
actions, we empower countries to take decisive steps towards healthier environments

and improved public health outcomes.” WHO (07/2024) Journal Articles An ecological



study shows increased prevalence of autism spectrum disorder in children living in
a heavily polluted area. A Threat to Progress: Confronting the effects of climate
change on child health and well-being. This report finds that climate change impacts
almost every aspect of child health and well-being from pregnancy to adolescence.
The health impacts compound as children face climate-related hazards that often
overlap. Of great concern is the risk of adverse birth outcomes, including pre-term
hirth and low birth weight, increasing across most climate-related hazards. Neonates
and infants have a higher risk of death due to air pollution and extreme heat.
Infectious diseases, like malaria, are expected to intensify with climate change.
Malnutrition, underlying half of all under-five deaths globally, is set to increase
due to extreme weather events, in addition to injuries. Beyond contributing
significantly to the major causes of child mortality, non-communicable diseases like
asthma impacted by changing ecosystems will have a detrimental lifelong effect.

UNEP: United Nations Environment programme  (From Health Topics, WHO 2024)
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( autism spectrum disorder J
( malaria )
( pre-term birth )
( low birth weight )

( Malnutrition )
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